
    
Ivel Valley Walkers 

Coach Trip – Ironbridge Sunday 7th June 2020 

 

 
 

The famous Ironbridge constructed by Abraham Darby III in 1779 

 

The coach will make two pick-ups; 7:30 am at Sandy Market Square and 7:50 am at Bedford 

Bus Station. The cost is £20 per person and a booking slip is included in the Spring 

programme for 2020. 

 

A sketch plan of the Ironbridge area will be circulated on the coach on the day. Both the 

morning and afternoon walks can be found on Explorer map 242 Telford, Ironbridge & The 

Wrekin. 

 

On the outward journey there will be a stop for toilets only at Telford services on the M54. 

From there, it will be about 15 minutes to our dropping off point for the morning walk in the 

village of Much Wenlock. It is expected that we should start walking around 10.45 am. Those 

who wish to spend the whole day in Ironbridge should stay on the coach, which will drop you 

off at the Station Yard car park, which is adjacent to the south end of The Ironbridge. The 

coach will then lay over there until the evening return 

 

The morning walk of 5½ miles follows the Shropshire Way through Much Wenlock and 

along a continuation of Wenlock Edge, through the hamlet of Wyke and then down into the 

Ironbridge Gorge through Benthall Edge Wood. The descent is steep in places. It finally ends 

at The Ironbridge by the River Severn. 

 

We should reach Ironbridge at around 1:15 pm. There will then be a lunch break before the 

afternoon walk begins at 2:00 pm. The village has a variety of cafes and pubs and there are 

seats for picnicking by the bridge. 

 

For those staying in Ironbridge for the rest of the day or the afternoon, apart from the bridge 

and toll house, it is suggested that you visit the Museum of the Gorge, which depicts the 

history of the Ironbridge Gorge and Coalbrookdale. Also, within walking distance are the 

Bedlam Furnaces, and the Museum of Iron in Coalbrookdale. The latter, which is the site of 

the first coke blast furnace, involves an uphill road walk of about 1 mile from the Museum of 

the Gorge. Other museums such as the Blists Hill Victorian Town, the Coalport China 



Museum and the Jackfield Tile Museum are probably too far to make a return visit on foot. 

Apparently, there is some inter-museum transport available in the summer months, but the 

details will not be available until nearer the time. Each museum has its own admission charge, 

but it is possible to buy a passport, which gives unlimited entry to all the museums for a year. 

 

Those wishing to do the afternoon walk should meet at the Museum of the Gorge (toilets 

available) for a 2:00 pm start. The first part of the walk rises steadily out of the Gorge to cross 

the open fields above. Eventually we turn down a track called the Rope Walk (used to 

transport sand for moulds in the furnaces) to arrive at the centre of Colebrookdale for a tea 

stop in the grounds of the Museum of Iron (toilets available). Regrettably there will not be 

time to visit the museum. Leaving Coalbrookdale, we follow a stream and a railway line 

across high ground to Woodside, a suburb of Telford. The final part of the walk takes us 

across fields to the edge of Ironbridge village and then drops steeply down the back streets to 

emerge near the bridge. There should be time for tea before the coach leaves.  

 

The coach will be in the Station Yard car park on the far side of the bridge. Please start 

gathering at the coach at 4:50 pm for a prompt 5:00 pm departure. The motorways may be 

busy, but 2½ hours is about average for the return to Bedford.   

 

 

 Tony Sheward     Tel: 01234 831388 and 07745 655 938 (on the day) 

 

Historical Note 

 

The Ironbridge Gorge on the River Severn was a favoured place for economic development 

during the early part of the Industrial Revolution, because the erosion which formed the 

Gorge exposed commercial deposits of coal, iron ore, limestone and fireclay. These deposits 

were suitable for the manufacture of iron, tiles and porcelain, while the river allowed easy 

transport of products to the sea or to other places by canal from the lower Severn. 

 

One early development took place in the side valley of Coalbrookdale. Abraham Darby, the 

first in a dynasty of ironmakers, in 1709 perfected a method of smelting iron using coke made 

from local coal. This discovery led to the mass production of cast iron. The bridge itself was 

built using cast iron produced by Abraham Darby III, his grandson, who also managed the 

construction of the bridge. It was the first of its type in the world and is now a UNESCO 

world heritage site. 

 

Other industries developed in the area, notably the production of tiles at Jackfield and the 

production of porcelain at Coalport. The Victorian town at Blists Hill represents the mining 

industry as it existed in the Gorge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     


