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  Spring 2020  

 

Welcome to Our Spring 2020 Newsletter  
Wishing all IVW members a happy, healthy year of good walks 

 
This Newsletter will keep you up to date with what’s been happening in the executive and alert you 
to forthcoming events or issues in Ivel Valley Walkers following our recent committee meeting. 
 
First and foremost a very warm welcome to our 2 new Committee members:- 
 
Garry Wallace - Treasurer                                                Ruth McNally - Membership Secretary 
 
The Ramblers have put forward a manifesto of their own to this new government which involves 
everyone becoming more environmentally and socially aware of their surroundings. The emphasis is 
on climate change, the growing loss of wildlife and habitat, rising obesity levels, mental health issues 
and widening health inequalities. By enabling more people to walk; to be in contact with nature; to 
be listening to each other on walks; can help tackle some of these challenges. Our green spaces 
encourage people to get outside and get active - whether it’s a city park or a National Park, the local 
footpath network or a national trail. They improve our health and happiness, connect us to our 
history and heritage, help us to relax and unwind. So we need to encourage others to get active by 
joining walking groups like The Ramblers. The full text of their manifesto can be downloaded at 
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/get-involved/campaign-with-us/general-election-2019-ramblers-manifesto.aspx  

  
Time moves forward and although ‘Don’t Lose Your Way’, has been a promotion by The Ramblers for 
quite a while, the date for reporting and investigating lost paths gets closer - submissions in by 2026. 
There is growing pressure in saving our historic rights of way because of continual development of 
land throughout the countryside and in particular Bedfordshire. We’ve all seen new housing estates 
and new infrastructure on walks and if you know or are aware of any footpaths that have closed or 
have not been reinstated please contact in the first instance our Footpaths Officer – Derek Turner.  
 
Garry wishes to thank those members who are now paying by BACS, as this is a more efficient and 
cost effective way to pay for IVW events, although there are issues with the event reference code to 
address. Anyone who is unsure or hesitant in using this method of payment can speak directly to 
Garry - Tel 07896 041164 
 

https://www.ramblers.org.uk/get-involved/campaign-with-us/general-election-2019-ramblers-manifesto.aspx
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The committee have decided a unique Reference Name needs to be placed on the booking slips for 
all events, so that BACS payments can be identified. Also BACS payment should only be for a specific 
trip with unique reference name. No cross trip payments allowed. This will help organisers identify 
who has paid for what trip in our Bank account. Booking slips submitted to the organiser will still be 
needed, so they can contact participants by email or by phone with event information and the like. 
This information will become clearer in the Booking Slips in the Summer programme. 
 
Ruth has advised us that we currently have 368 paid-up members. But please don’t all turn up at the 
same time on a Wednesday walk because they are already oversubscribed.  
 
The Chairman would like more of us to login to The Ramblers website and volunteer their time onto 
other roles or indicate the voluntary roles they already play in the Ramblers. Ruth indicated we have 
36 members (10%) registered as volunteers which appears shy of what we expected. Volunteering  is 
a great way to give something back to walking and offers the opportunity to meet other like-minded 
people, learn new skills and further your walking knowledge. Take on a Ramblers voluntary role to: 

• Become a walk leader and contribute to our group and national walking programmes 

• Be elected onto the local or area committee and help coordinate the workings of the group   

• Volunteer onto the RIPPLE team and make a huge contribution to improve the path network 

• Contribute to the library of Rambler Routes designed to guide independent walkers safely 

• Be a Ramblers footpath secretary and liaise with the local authority to sort out footpath issues  

• Become a local Ramblers campaigner to help protect and expand the places where people walk 
As a volunteer you'll automatically get the volunteer e-newsletter.  
 
The IVW Spring programme is in full flow but you may not be aware that the Summer programme is 
currently being designed and filled with new walks. It shows how early things have to come together 
in order for it to be printed and handed out around Eastertime. Alan says “Thank you” to Pauline for 
her sterling work without whom life in producing these programmes would be far more arduous. 
Pauline works quietly behind the scenes preparing and uploading the programme from spreadsheets 
into IVW and RA websites.  
Also, your first port of call for any walk changes and announcements is to visit our IVW website. 
 
The committee have received interest from members to provide more Tuesday walks, in addition to 
the alternate Tuesday walks in the programme. The committee agreed to extra walks providing the 
current regime of alternate Tuesday walks is filled before any additional walks are issued. As a trial in 
the next programme Alan will add extra dates into the programme which the walk coordinator and 
walk leaders can fill. Your ideas and thoughts on this are always welcome, Thank you. 
 
Social Events to look forward to this year include: 
 
Curling – 27th February 8pm – 10 pm at Cambridge Ice Rink – There are only 4 places left (now full). 
This promises to be a fun evening with plenty of banter, please wear warm clothing and flat shoes. 
 
Kayaking on the Ouse 4th July 2020 – Fun! Fun! Fun! Look out for further details on the IVW website 
or by email but a Cream Tea has already been promised at the finish! 
 

https://www.ramblers.org.uk/go-walking/routes-and-places-to-walk/about-ramblers-routes.aspx
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Bedford River Festival – 18th & 19th July ’20 – Please pop the dates in your diary as we will be looking 
for volunteers at the Ramblers tent – help promote Walking, IVW, Beds Walking Festival, Ramblers. 
 
Summer Barbeque – mid August – Langford Bowling club 
A warm afternoon of light entertainment, food and drink with a walk beforehand to wet the appetite 
 
W&H Peacock – A light hearted evening in which to estimate and value antiques on show at their 
auction with refreshments provided – 29th October or 26th November…. Mark it in your diary.  
A minimum of 40 to 100 maximum places available at £12 per person – A Bargain (Hunt)!! 
 
AGM – Old Warden VH – Sunday 15th November 2020 with refreshments after the morning walk. 
 
Proposed Social Events for 2021 - Although this may seem a long way off certain Venues are already 
well booked up into next year! 
 
We are proposing the following for 2021 on the Social Event Calendar:- 
 
A ‘Thames Barge’ cruise on an old historic barge from Morden along with a walk – Booking for 40 
people. 
 
Brewery Visit incorporating a staggered walk thereafter around Bury St Edmunds – A beautiful 
historic town! 
 
 
Happy and Safe Walking! 
 


