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Autumn Newsletter 
 

Where does the time go, another year almost over and we’ll soon be seeing the 
shops filling up with Christmas items. Oh dear! I’ve mentioned the X – word. A sure 
sign of autumn is, it’ll soon be time for the chairman and others to pack their shorts 
away and get the long-johns, tights and thermals out of the drawer.  
A golden moment – for the trees that is. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  
This year marks the 70th anniversary of the legislation which sought to protect our 
natural landscapes and throw them open to the public. This was the result of 
sustained lobbying by pioneers of the national parks’ movement, including visionary 
campaigners from the Ramblers. The 1949 Act safeguarded our rights of way and 
laid the foundations for national trails and protected national parks. In IVW we don’t 
just walk but have an active group of volunteers that keep our footpath network open 
and waymarked. If you wish to be part of our vibrant RIPPLE team, please contact 
Barry Ingram who will be pleased you are available.  
Contact: barry.ingram74@btinternet.com   
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The release of results from the Sport England Active Lives survey show that walking 
remains the top activity across England, with 19.6 million people walking twice a 
week for leisure. And walking continues to grow in popularity, with 514,000 more 
people taking it up for leisure in the 12 months from May 2018 to May 2019 (2.7 per 
cent increase). Our group continues to offer a warm welcome to anyone wanting to 
get into walking and a full programme of diverse walks and events throughout the 
year. We should congratulate walk leaders, the Programme Secretary and ourselves 
for being so active and friendly. Just look at our Autumn Programme. 
 
Can I thank all those leaders and helpers who contributed walks and time to this 
year’s Bedfordshire Walking Festival. The event is a highlight on our calendar and 
we must continue to support and publicise it, so that walking remains a top activity. If 
any of our members want to become walk leaders and need a little help, then please 
try booking on our local walk leading and mapping courses run by Nick Markham.  
Contact: ivwramblers.nm@ntlworld.com  
 
Please enjoy the rest of the year and come along to our AGM. 
 
FINANCE  
Organisers of Social events and Holiday trips are being registered into our Internet 
Bank Account so they can view online payments made by the Bankers’ Automated 
Clearing Service (BACS). Online payment is being introduced for all events from now 
onwards but payments can still be made by cheque. However there will be a 30p 
surcharge on the booking fee because that’s how much the Bank is charging IVW 
per cheque using this method. A sign of the times I’m afraid. 
 
PROGRAMME SECRETARY  

As you are aware our new and exciting Autumn Programme 2019 is out and has 
been distributed to various locations - Libraries, Post Offices etc where people can 
pick up a copy.  
 
The walk introduction page which was towards the back, has been moved to page 2. 
Also, the font on the front page will be changed to make it more readable in the next 
programme.  
 
Please remember to book on our Long-Distance event which is being led in stages. 
‘Walk the Icknield Way’ organised by Andy Knight. 
 
Tuesday Walks 

We will be updating the wording for walks to say they will be conducted at a brisk 
pace and that food & drink should be brought along because there is no guarantee 
there will be a stop at a hostelry or shop in towns and villages at lunchtime. 
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Wednesday Walks 
Ideas put forward for trial by the committee, concerning the number of Walkers on a 
Wednesday haven’t yet been trialled. It appears the Walk Leaders are choosing start 
points with sufficient safety and parking considerations in mind to address the large 
numbers attracted to the walks. Even so, we must always remind walkers to park 
considerately in spaces available and ensure you listen to walk leader instructions 
about safety when out walking. The committee will continue to monitor the situation 
concerning parking and numbers on walks.  
 
WEBMASTER  

The switch to the new WIX website has worked without disruption to service. There 
are a few niggling issues with search engines apparently picking up the old site, so 
when it now goes to “can’t find page” it gives a link to the home page which gets folk 
back on track. We expect it has been resolved now the Sitemaker Licence has 
expired but please check and inform the webmaster of any further problems. 
  
The committee agreed to support the following Webmaster issues: 
  

1. We need to stop using the ‘ivelvalleywalkers.co.uk’ email addresses. From 
now on, these emails will auto divert to a rarely monitored email address. An 
auto reply will be sent back to the sender stating that they should go to the 
IVW website and find the correct address from the contacts page. 
   

2. The website needs to be the place for the latest up-to-date walk information.              
We encourage walk leaders to send updates to the webmaster as well as the 
membership secretary so it can be broadcast on the website. We encourage 
walkers to look at the IVW website to get the latest information on walks 

 
AGM 

We are changing the format of this year’s AGM by conducting it on Sunday afternoon 
to gain more attendance at a reasonable time of day. Previous AGM’s were on a 
Tuesday evening when it was dark outside. For those wishing to attend after the 
walk – Soup & Roll, Tea or Coffee, Biscuits and Cake will be provided – it’s all free. 
  
It is an important event – electing nominees onto the committee, thanking those 
stepping down, praising what has been done and raising concerns for the committee 
to address in future. So, please come along and support what we are doing on your 
behalf. 
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EVENTS CALENDER this Autumn 
20th October - Coach Trip to Aldeburgh 
3rd November - AGM at Old Warden village hall 
30th November - Barn Dance at Houghton Conquest village hall  
6th December - Christmas Luncheon at the Barnes Hotel 
 
For details and to book on these events please refer to the current walks programme 
 
EVENTS CALENDER for 2020 
26th April to 1st May – A week long holiday to Ambleside in the Lake District 
(please book accommodation - dates confirmed - booking forms in 2020 programme)  
31st May – A coach Trip to Ironbridge is planned 
29th June to 3rd July – plans for a secret City Break – Bristol & Bath probably 
 
For details and to book on these events please wait for the 2020 Walks Programme  
 

SOCIAL EVENTS planned for 2020 
Another day on the river Ouse – Kayaking (last years’ event was very popular) 
An evening testing your driving skills – Skid Pan experience (another popular event) 
Do you fancy an afternoon or evening on ice? – Curling 
Possibly all hands on deck! – Thames Barge trip 
 

For further details on these please contact Roger McLeod on 07989307046 or 
rogermcleod@hotmail.com 
 
The Committee advise that it is up to the Event/Holiday Walk Leader to decide and 
restrict the numbers of people they wish to participate in their event or holiday. 
IVW members will have priority over Non IVW Members on these restricted types of 
events and holidays. 
 
We wish you All Pleasant Autumn Walking!                                                                                                   
 
For further information please check in the walking programme brochure, or our web 
site for the most up to date information.  
  
www.ivelvalleywalkers.co.uk  
  
Roy Carter   
Chairman   

mailto:rogermcleod@hotmail.com

