IVW Brecon Beacons Trip, 03-06 October 2014 

Based on Brecon / Talybont-on-Usk
Friday – half day on the Sugar Loaf, N of Abergavenny (Brecon Beacons East). 

Day 1 (Fri 03 Oct) Start time 13:00. The car park (no WC) at about 330m (SO268167) is reached by a narrow lane from the A40 a few miles W of Abergavenny.  It gives the closest approach with only 2 km (and about 270m of ascent) on the most direct route to the summit. We will ascend via an alternate route to the W, and can offer two alternate descents – the direct one, and a longer more interesting one to the SE which involves some additional ascent at the end.
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Ascend NW for about 1 km from the SO268167 carpark and then fork left down a track into the valley (about 80m of descent) to round the top of a wood and then pick up the path heading NE up the ridge onto Mynydd Pen-y-fal before heading for the final ascent to the summit of the Sugar Loaf, (a total of about 350m climbing).  The short descent goes SW then S straight back to the car park, giving a total of about 4 miles. 
The longer return descends SE along the ridge called Rholben to pick up a track / minor road at High Beeches, then contours round to the woods in St Mary’s Vale, before cutting back sharply to the left and to meet the minor road back to the carpark.  A short stretch up the ridge of Mynydd Llanwenarth completes the circuit of about 6 miles which involves around 520m of ascent.
At present there are no plans for an alternate walk on this day.

Saturday (main walk) – The Black Mountain, Western Brecon Beacons
Day2 (Sat 04 Oct) start time 10:00 from tiny car park – share transport from Brecon (details to follow)

Full walk around 8 miles with 600m of ascent, including some rough and boggy ground.  The shorter version is about 6 miles with a 350m of ascent.  None of these paths are official rights of way.  Note – If Saturday weather is very poor then we will do the Waterfall walk on Saturday instead, and hope this walk can be done on the Sunday.  

Start point – small car park (5 or 6 vehicles) near summit of the pass at Bwlch Cerrig Duon, (476m spot height) on the minor road between Trecastle and Glyntawe (SN856224) – Brecon Beacons West map.  The car park is not shown on OS maps but can be seen on Google Maps satellite views. There is an additional small parking place about 600m SW where an alternate path meets the road.
We head WSW from “car park” on a sketchy path heading just to the left of a nick in the skyline which is Bwlch Giedd.  After fording the infant Afon Tawe (surprisingly no problem in the wet summer of 2012) at SN845219 the “path” climbs steadily but not steeply across the moorland for another 1.5 km towards the southern shore of Llyn y Fan Fawr.  A good path goes diagonally from the foot of the lake to the nick in the skyline north of Fan Hir.
We head NW along the scarp to the summit of Fan Brycheiniog (802m) with great views down to Llyn y Fan Fawr on the right (below left). We have climbed about 350m (with virtually no descent) in less than 4 km from the road to reach the highest point of a fairly remote mountain. Not a lot of places that you can do that.
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The shorter route continues N to Fan Foel and carries on down the north ridge until we reach a decent path heading back sharply SE along the contours, (not shown on maps).  This path heads for Llyn y Fan Fawr and rather peters out as it approaches. We make our way round the east shore of the lake, and then pick up the outward path before fording the Tawe once more on the way back to the cars.  The full walk makes an expedition westwards to Picws Du (above right) from Fan Brycheiniog for great views down into the cirque of Llyn y Fan Fach (also visible above right).  This involves a drop of 150m and a climb of 100m, so the round trip adds about 2 miles and 250m of ascent to the walk, making a total of 600m ascent and 8 miles. At Fan Foel the shorter route is joined for the descent to the car park.
We plan to run an alternate low-level walk involving the Brecon Canal on this day.

Sunday – Waterfall Walk  -Brecon Beacons West and Central (Central Sheet)
Day 3 (Sun 05 Oct) Meet at the car park near Cwm Porth (SN929124) at 09:40, 1 km south of Ystradfellte, where the Afon Mellte disappears into a cave.  Those going on the shorter (6-mile with about 250m of ascent) walk leave cars here and hitch a ride with those doing the full walk.  The full walk is about 9 miles in total and involves some steep (and possibly slippery) ascents (about 200m extra) and descents.
Starting point (both walks) – Pontneddfechan at 10:00 (a few miles west of Hirwaun, just off the A465).  Waterfalls Walk info centre has a small car park, but we will have to use the bigger carpark at the road end 1 km to the east, (SN911079).  
We first walk west back along the road to Pontneddfechan, then head N up the Nedd Fechan, following course of old tramway along the W bank. After 1.5-2km, we follow the course of the Afon Pyrddin joining from west (left) for a few hundred metres to visit Sgwd Gwladus waterfall.  Returning to the Nedd Fechan valley, we continue N for 2 km past several falls to road bridge at Pont Melin-fach, (SN908105).  We then cross the bridge and head generally E to pick up the valley of the Afon Mellte near Clyn-gwyn.  After visiting the falls at Sgwd Isaf Clun-gwyn and Sgwd Uchaf Clun-gwyn (below left) we cross the footbridge over the Afon Mellte at SN924111 and the short walk continues N along the E bank of the Mellte for less than a mile back to the car park near Cwm Porth. 
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The LONG WALK takes the upper (permissive) path through the woods heading generally south.  There is an optional steep descent and re-ascent to view Sgwd y Pannwr – SN923103.  The upper path bends E into the valley of the Afon Hepste, where a steep descent brings us to the highlight of the walk - crossing BEHIND Sgwd yr Eira, (above right). We ascend steeply to gain the bridle track which wanders through soggy forest before descending limestone to the big carpark below Craig y Ddinas where we started.
Monday – Above Talybont Reservoir (Craig y Fan Ddu and Carn Pica).  

Day 4 (Mon 06 Oct) Map Brecon Beacons Central (Eastern edge).  Meet at the wider section of the road near Talybont Reservoir Dam (SO102204) at 09:45 to share transport to the start of the end-to-end walk (less than 5 miles away). If this “lay-by” is full then there is additional parking on the right side of the road 500m further along at SO099197.

The walk starts at 10:00 from the car park situated at about 420m near the head of the pass on the minor road from Talybont-on-Usk to Merthyr (near the old Torpantau Tunnel) at SO055175. A few people will have to ferry drivers back to pick up their cars at the end of the walk.  The length of the walk is about 5 miles, and from the start to the highest point there is about 400m of ascent, including the slight dip to the memorial. 

Set off almost due north up the nose of Craig y Fan Ddu, and climb steadily to 650m in less than 1 km.  This is the main ascent of the day.  Follow this dramatic edge for over 2 km northwards.  About halfway you cross a stream (Blaen Caerfanell) onto Graig Fan Las.  The views back along the edge are spectacular from here.  Continue to the junction of many paths at Bwlch y Ddwyallt (SO057205), where the ground to the west suddenly drops away revealing magnificent views of Pen y Fan, Corn Ddu and the Cribin (below left) – clouds permitting.
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From here we follow the path (unmarked on the OS maps) that takes us to what is marked as a “Memorial”.  This is a WW2 aircraft crash site which still has considerable wreckage 70 years on, plus a war memorial. 

We climb up onto Waun Rydd (as boggy as its name implies) and make for the path that leads to the great cairn of Carn Pica at 750m elevation at the E end of this hill (above right).  This cairn gives superb views NE across the Usk Valley to the distant Black Mountains, and across Talybont Reservoir to Skirrid Fawr (SE of the Black Mountains), the Sugar Loaf and Blorenge. 

The descent is 3km over lovely springy grass to pick up a bridle path near the foot of the Reservoir back to the car park and lay-by near the dam. 

After collecting the cars at the head of the pass walkers should be on their way by 14:30 at the latest.
If people wish for an easier option they can instead follow the old railway track down through the forest from Torpantau Summit to the Talybont Reservoir Dam.
