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MAXIMUM SIZE OF IVW WALKING GROUPS 

SURVEY REPORT, JANUARY 2021 

 

INTRODUCTION 

At the Ivel Valley Walkers (IVW) AGM in November 2020, there was a lively discussion about setting 

an upper limit on the size of IVW walking groups.  

When lockdown ended in July 2020, the Ramblers Association had agreed a maximum with the 

Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) a maximum of 30 people per walking group, 

although the Ramblers Association said that groups could set a lower limit if they wanted to.  The 

IVW consistently set an upper limit that was less than 30 people, and walk leaders had discretion to 

reduce this further.  

At the AGM in November, the view was expressed that the Committee was not reflecting the views 

of some active members, in particular when it reduced the maximum number on walks from 15 to 

10.  Some members felt that the maximum number on a walk should be left to the walk leader to 

decide based on the group size they are comfortable leading, but within the Ramblers Association 

upper limit of 30. Other members, however, felt that the Committee should continue to set a lower 

limit. 

It has to be said that the Committee had spent a significant amount of time from July – November 

debating this issue, and that opinion within the Committee was also divided. Whilst it was suspected 

that this split reflected a division of views within the broader membership, whether or not that was 

the case was unknown.  

In order to resolve the issue, the AGM took the decision to solicit the views of all IVW members in a 

survey, which is reported on here.  

 

DATA COLLECTION 

According to current data held by the Ramblers Association, Ivel Valley Walkers has 354 full 

members.  Affiliate members were not included in the survey.  

The survey was sent to all full members of IVW on the AGM distribution list either by post (18th 

December 2020) or by email (19th December 2020), with a closing date of midnight on Saturday 9th 

January 2021.  

Members were encouraged to respond online using a link to Survey Monkey. However, members 

were also given the option to respond by phone, text, email or post.  

 Members who experienced any difficulty in accessing or responding to the survey were offered 

support.  No members requested such support.  

  

  



 2 

DATA QUALITY 

The survey comprised 2 questions. All members who responded answered both questions. The 

survey took most members less than one minute to complete. 

Members who accidentally attempted to respond to the survey more than once were prevented 

from doing so by the Survey Monkey platform. In addition to this, the IVW webmaster did an 

additional audit of the responses which found no evidence of any member responding to the survey 

more than once.  

103 members responded using the online link; 1 responded by post. The postal response was 

entered into Survey Monkey by a member of the Committee. 

 When the survey was closed, 104 members had submitted their responses, which equates to a 

29.4% response rate.  

 

RESULTS 

Q1: Which of the following statements do you agree with? 
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Q2: What is the maximum group size (including the leader) you are prepared to walk in? 
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FINDINGS AND THEIR IMPLICATIONS 

 

Question 1. Two-thirds of members who responded to the survey believe that the upper limit on 

walking group size should be decided by the Walk Leader. 

The implication of this finding is that the Committee should no longer set an upper limit on walking 

group size. Instead, Walk Leaders should be free to determine walking group size up to the limit set 

by the Ramblers Association.  

 

Question 2.  

Grouping the 6-10, 11-19 and 20-30 maximum walk sizes from the statistics reveals:                 

• Close to one-half (42%) of members who responded are not prepared to walk in a 
group size above 10 people during this pandemic.  

• A further 35% of members would be prepared to walk in a group size above 10 but 
under 20  

• 18% would be prepared to walk in a group size of 20 or more.   
  

The implications of these findings are that in the past year the Committee has broadly represented 

the views of most of our active members by limiting walk sizes. It suggests that for the time being, 

the IVW walking programme should continue to offer a variety of walks with restrictions on numbers 

up to the maximum permitted by the Ramblers Association. 

As we move out of lockdown and in order to meet the needs and preferences of the membership as 

expressed in the survey, the IVW walking programme should try to represent its findings as much as 

possible. 

Needless to say, walk leaders should cater only for a group size that they are comfortable with. 

 

 

 

 


